
 

Official Proceedings  

St. Landry Primary School, Inc. d/b/a 

St. Landry Charter School 

Opelousas, LA  

 

July 13, 2021 

A St. Landry Charter School Governance Board was called to order by the President and 
convened in regular session on, Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. at 1802 Wilson Drive, 
Opelousas, LA.  A roll call was taken and in attendance were:  Jack Ortego, Norma Johnson, 
Stephen Morrow, Albert Simien, Sr., and Dwight Brown.  Absent was Shelby Santiago and 
Katherine Soileau. Debra Faul, Executive Director was also in attendance. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and was followed by a moment of silence. 

Item 1: The reading of the minutes of June 8, 2021 were dispensed with and approved by motion 
of Albert Semien, seconded by Dwight Brown, and carried with no objections.  
 

Item 2:  Executive Director Faul orally reported on the Academic Committee held just prior to 
the regular meeting of the Board. In attendance were Jack Ortego, Stephen Morrow, Albert 
Semien, Dwight Brown and Norma Johnson. She stated everything seemed to be in order; 
chrome books, smart boards, and supplies had been ordered. Professional development to train 
teachers on the curriculum would begin the last week of July as well as Power School training. In 
response to a question, cost of professional development will be paid as part of the purchase of 
books; August 1 is when salaries will begin; and she reported that the school will be receiving 
Covid monies which will be used to pay the teachers’ and paraprofessionals’ training  

Item 3:  Ms. Faul orally reported that the Finance Committee had met just prior to the Board 
meeting. In attendance were Chairman Stephen Morrow, Albert Semien, Dwight Brown, Jack 
Ortego and Norma Johnson. One item was presented for approval, that of a contract for lawn 
care. She stated that Patrick Beverly with Phyllis Lawn Service had been cutting the grass prior 
to the beginning of school and recommended that St. Landry Charter School contract with him. 
She added his a licensed and insured. She reported that he would be under contract to cut twice a 
month for the sum of $500.00 per cutting, and would said contract would be renegotiated at the 
end of this year. Discussion was heard in which Mr. Morrow felt the Board should be presented 
with a written contract before rendering a decision. Upon motion of Stephen Morrow and 
seconded by Albert Semien, with no objections, this item was tabled.  
 
Item 4:  Ms. Faul orally reported that the Governance Committee had met just prior to the Board 
meeting. In attendance were Chairman Jack Ortego, Stephen Morrow, Albert Semien, Dwight 



Brown and Norma Johnson. She requested  a change be made to the Official Journal and that the 
Morning Advocate be made the offical journal of record. She stated Gannet Newspapers (Daily 
World/Advertiser) had blocked the school’s account and had not posted the legal notice for the 
meeting. The meeting, however, had been publicized on the school’s web site and posted at the 
entrance of the school in keeping with the Opening Meetings law. The discrepancy was alleged 
to be due to non-payment of the account, but Ms. Faul said she had contacted the paper and 
stated the invoice had indeed been paid. Discussion was heard in which Mr. Morrow commented 
it should be a local paper and Ms. Faul explained the two in St. Landry Parish only publish twice 
a month, access to the web may be limited, and the legals are not being being published.  Further 
discussion was heard after which it was moved by Norma Johnson and seconded by Albert 
Semien, that the request be recommended to the full Board for approval. Mr. Morrow’s objection 
was duly noted. The Governance Committee was then adjourned. 
 
The regular meeting proceeded with a motion by Albeert Semien that the recommendation of the 
Governance Committee to approve the appointment of the Advocate of Baton Rouge as the 
Board’s Official Journal be adopted. The motion was seconded by Norma Johnson and carried 
with Mr. Morrow’s objection being duly noted and recorded.  
 
President Ortego briefly commented that work in preparing the school was progressing very well 
and should be ready for a smooth opening on August 10, 2021.  
 
There being no further business pending before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 
p.m. by motion of Norma Johnson, seconded by Stephen Morrow, with no objections. 
 
 
 
 

Jack D. Ortego, President 
St. Landry Charter School 
 
 

 
 

 

 


